Post-mortem changes in skeletal muscle connectin.
Changes in connectin and elasticity of skeletal muscle were determined during post-mortem ageing. The amount of connectin decreased with increasing time of post-mortem storage whereas the rate of the decrease depended on the source of muscles. The loss in elasticity of muscle coincided well with the decrease in connectin contents. Electron microscopically, a network structure between the Z discs vanished when the amount of connectin fell to zero. We have concluded that the continuous net structure of connectin is responsible for about 30% of the total elasticity of living skeletal muscle and its degradtaion is responsible for post-mortem tenderization of meat.